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15 Reasons to invest in East Africa
• Market access to more than 145.5 million people;
• Combined GDP size of about US$ 147.5 billion;
•   The world’s fastest reforming region in terms of

business regulation;
•   Simplified investment procedures and one-stop

centre facility provided by national investment
promotion agencies;

•   Generous incentives offered;
•   Vibrant and upcoming capital and securities market;
•   High level of intra-regional trade and cross-border

investments;
•   Numerous investment opportunities traversing all

sectors;
•   Abundant labour force - educated, trained, mobile,

skilled and enterprising;
•   English is widely spoken; it is one of or the only official

language in at least four of the five Partner States;
•   Insurance against non-commercial risk by

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency and
Africa Trade Insurance Agency;

•   Sanctity of private property guaranteed by national
constitutions;

•   Stable political environment and high level of
governance and democracy;

•   Consumer loyalty; and
•   A warm and hospitable people

Source: East African Community

Market synopsis
According to the International Finance Corporation 
(IFC), Sub-Saharan Africa has about 11% of the 
world’s people, but it carries 24% of the global 
disease burden in human and financial costs. Almost 
half the world’s deaths of children under five take 
place in Africa. 

This challenge is significant but not insurmountable. 
There is a tremendous opportunity to leverage the 
private sector in ways that improve access and 
increase the financing and quality of 

healthcare goods and services throughout Africa. In a 
region where public resources are limited, the private 
sector is already a significant player. Around 60% 
of healthcare financing in Africa comes from private 
sources, and about 50% of total health expenditure 
goes to private providers. 

Sub-Saharan Africa’s improving economic 
performance means that the demand among all 
sectors of society for healthcare is poised to increase 
still further, says the IFC.
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Rwanda
In the last two decades, Rwanda’s health sector 
has known tremendous improvements. Major 
breakthroughs in medical technology have been 
achieved, community-based health care was 
enhanced, and people’s mindsets towards healthcare 
issues were significantly altered for the better.

Healthcare expenditure
Unicef has reported that the Government of Rwanda 
allocated FRW 200.8 billion to the health sector in 
2018/19, up from FRW 197.4 billion in 2017/18. 
Though this constitutes a nominal increase of 1.8%, 
when inflation is taken into consideration, the health 

budget shows a decrease of -3.2% compared to the 
2017/18 budget. This suggests that there is a need 
for indexing the health budget with inflation during 
the budget planning phase. 

Despite the average nominal health budget increase 
of 6.1% over the past three years, the health budget 
as a share of national budget continued to decline 
from 9.7% in 2016/17 to 8.2% 2018/19. The health 
budget for 2018/19 is strongly aligned with the new 
Health Sector Strategy (HSSP 4) priorities, with a 
notable increase in budget allocated to 
administrative and support service (a fourfold 
increase) and health sector planning and 
information (a sixfold increase). 

Source: Rwanda Ministry of 
Health

Source: Population Reference 
Bureau 2015: Rwanda

Top line healthcare stats

11,331,300
Population

W 66/M 63
Life expectancy at birth 
women/men

US$1,530
Per capita income Rwanda
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• Key facts on Rwanda’s health sector

•  Rwanda is among a few countries that have already
achieved the MDG 4 and 5

•  Community Based Health Insurance ‘Mutuelle de
Sante’ coverage increased from 44% in 2005 to
81.6% in 2015

•  Infant mortality rate dropped from 152/1000 in
2000 to 32/1000 in 2015

•  Maternal Mortality ratio has dropped steadily from
476 per 100,000 live births in 2010 to 210 per 
100,000 live births in 2015 reaching hence MDG 5

•  80% of Rwandan households have at least one
insecticide-treated mosquito net

•  Rwanda has over 45,516 Community Health
Workers (CHWs) treating different diseases in
Community and following up on pregnant women

•  900,000 people were seen by CHWs in 2015

•  99% of women with a live birth receives at least
one antenatal care from a skilled health provider

•  Vaccination Coverage averages 93% nationwide

•  Over 80% of HIV+ adults and children have access
to antiretroviral therapy

Health insurance
Rwanda is the country with the highest enrolment 
in health insurance in Sub-Saharan Africa. Pivotal 
in setting Rwanda on the path to universal health 
coverage (UHC) is the community-based health 
insurance (CBHI), which covers more than three-
quarters of the population. 

The scheme has evolved from a pure form 
of voluntary CBHI to one based on obligatory 
enrolment and subsidies from the formal sector, 
thus paving the way to a national health 
insurance model. Before the scheme became 
compulsory in 2006, it was already recognised as 
one of the rare successes of wide CBHI coverage in 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Medical devices
According to US Government agency Export.gov, 
current demand is dominated by equipment to 
diagnose and products to treat diseases such 
as malaria, pneumonia, respiratory infections, 
gynecological problems, fever and physical trauma. 
Demand is aligned with the prime causes of 
morbidity and mortality in Rwanda.

There is currently no local production of medical 
products and equipment in Rwanda. Local 
distribution is done by MPPD (Medical Procurement 
and Production Division) for government-owned 
medical facilities, BUFMAR for faith-based hospitals 
and centers. Both MPPD and BUFMAR use 
international exporters/importers to fill their 
warehouses through international tenders.



For 6 years Medic East Africa has brought you the latest innovations in healthcare. 
From state-of-the-art imaging equipment to the most cost-effective disposables; 
developments in surgery to advances in prosthetics, Medic East Africa brings the East 
African healthcare community together.

The 2019 edition of the show will take place from 24-26 September 2019 and will 
welcome 170+ exhibiting companies to showcase their latest innovations to 3,430+ 
healthcare and trade professionals.

Accompanying the exhibition is a number of business, leadership and Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) conferences and workshops providing the very latest 
updates and insights into cutting edge procedures, techniques and skills.

For more information, visit mediceastafrica.com


